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Critical Thinking Mistakes





Study Tips

[image: image1.jpg]



Critical Thinking Mistakes … Cont’d







Perhaps the biggest mistakes that non-Critical Thinkers make are;

· Exaggeration

· Under-Statement

· Over Simplification

· Over Generalizing or Stereotyping

· Using the words “always” or “never” 

· Hasty Conclusions

· Unwarranted Assumptions
Exaggeration

To make something seem larger or more important than it really is.

Under-Statement

To make something seem less important than it really is.

Over Simplification

There is nothing wrong with simplifying things BUT oversimplification leaves out important information, the main points or ignores complexity.

Over Generalizing or Stereotyping

Generalizations are a judgment about a class of people or things made after observing.    Overgeneralizations are unfair generalizations.  When we use the words “all the students in the College”  or “everyone at home” we are overgeneralizing.  They exaggerate numbers.

Stereotypes are overgeneralizations about groups of people; teenagers, old people, men, etc.  Perhaps the biggest categories are stereotypes about countries or nationalities, ie. Americans, Russians, etc.

Overgeneralizations and stereotyping stops our Critical Thinking by blinding us.  They prevent us from seeing important differences among individual people, places and things.

Using “Always” or “Never”

There are exceptions to every rule and people create a prison for themselves when they use terms which bind them into a certain situation, i.e. I never go to the movies on a Friday.

Hasty Conclusions

Hasty conclusions are conclusions that are made without enough evidence.  In many cases, two or more conclusions are possible.  Critical Thinking means having a good reason for choosing one over the other.  If no such reason exists, stop your judgement and look for more evidence.

Unwarranted Assumptions

Assumptions are ideas that are taken for granted.  They differ from conclusions in an important way;  we make assumptions without thinking about why, but we come to conclusions after a lot of thought.  Examples of unwarranted assumptions are:  “if something is in the newspaper, it must be true”  or “teachers must be interesting to be able to teach students”
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