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The Basic Approach to Critical Thinking … Cont’d






The Basic Approach

The following is an approach to critical thinking that can help you be honest with yourself.  With it, you can develop reasonable views that withstand discussion and debate.

Decide what you think and why you think it

Begin by deciding what your position is on the issue in question.  Then think about the evidence you have to support your view.  Think about what you have seen in your life or learned from others that leads you to the conclusions.  Are other conclusions possible?

Seek other views and more evidence

Some people doubt the need for seeking other views.  However, other viewpoints help you test your view and discover your biases.  You also gain insights by looking at new ideas rather than reciting familiar ones.

When you talk to someone who disagrees with you, try to understand their position.  ALWAYS be open to new insights.

Decide which view is most reasonable

Measure your own view and the views of others against the evidence.  Decide which one is most reasonable in light of the evidence.  Often the most rational view is a combination of several.

Exercises

The following is an exercise to help you apply the basic approach to critical thinking.  Use steps 1 through 3 (on the previous page) with the following topic:

Activity 1

Do you favor a complete ban on smoking in all public places?  Consider hospitals, schools, places of work, restaurants, government offices, airports and any other public places you might want to include.

STEP 1

State your position on the issue.  Explain what you have seen or learned that supports your thinking.  Put this down in writing.

STEP 2

Seek other views and evidence.  Use copies of articles you may find useful in gathering evidence or any relevant information on smoking and its effects on health.

You should ask other people for their views.  Ask your family what they think about the issue.  Does a company you know have a policy on smoking?  How does it work in practice?  It is important to get opinions from both smokers and non-smokers.

STEP 3

Look at the evidence you have gathered, and consider the views you have heard.  Decide which view is the most reasonable, and why.  If necessary, revise your position from Step 1.  Explain any reasons for revising or not revising your original view

Activity 2

Should the movies that are available in the cinemas be censored by Government Authority?

STEP 1

State your position on the issue.  Explain what you have seen or learned that supports your thinking.  Put this down in writing.

STEP 2

Seek other views and evidence.  Use copies of articles you may find useful in gathering evidence or any relevant information on the affects of entertainment on social behavior.

You should ask other people for their views.  Ask your family what they think about the issue.  How does it work in practice?  It is important to get opinions from both sides of the camp.

STEP 3

Look at the evidence you have gathered, and consider the views you have heard.  Decide which view is the most reasonable, and why.  If necessary, revise your position from Step 1.  Explain any reasons for revising or not revising your original view


1StopEd 


www.1stoped.com       contact@1stoped.com     www.smartdames.com   

1

1StopEd 


www.1stoped.com       contact@1stoped.com     www.smartdames.com   

2

[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]